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Introducing the 
DCY Monitoring 
and Compliance 

Field Guide



3



4

1
2

3

PURPOSE OF THE FIELD GUIDE 
Transparency

Best Practice

Consistency

Clearly outlines regulatory expectations, how monitoring 
is conducted, and when technical assistance is provided.

Supports best practice by offering practice guidance and 
resources to help programs meet and maintain compliance.

Promotes consistency by aligning rule interpretation, 
technical assistance, and monitoring approaches.
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Provided with resources, knowledge of 
monitoring approaches, and best 
practice tips to maintain compliance.

ECE Providers

Field Guide 
Target 

Audiences

1

2 Licensing Specialists
Provided with ongoing training and 
operations manual for consistent 
monitoring.

Families 3

Stakeholders 4
Provided with transparent procedures 

related to Ohio’s early care and 
education system.

Provided with knowledge of 
licensing rules and approaches to 
monitoring for programs in which 

their children receive care.
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Technical Assistance

Frequency

Technical Assistance

Limited to a single file, 
staff member, or room.

History

Frequency

Scope

Intent/Care

History

Technical Assistance

An isolated lapse in an 
otherwise functional process.

A persistent pattern or 
recurring theme throughout 

the review.

A “human error” or 
oversight despite having  

a system in place.

A complete absence or minimal 
effort of a system or practice to 

achieve compliance.

Spread across multiple 
files, staff, or rooms.

The program was fully 
compliant with the requirement 

at the last inspection.

This is a repeat finding from 
previous visits.

Non-Compliance
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Department of Children and Youth

Rule 5180:2-12

Ohio statewide licensing system

Department of Job and Family Services

Rule 5101:2-12

Ohio Child Licensing and Quality System
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The Highlights (Not an All-Inclusive List)

• No More Low-Risk Non-Compliances- Considered Other Non-Compliance Findings- All programs
• New Request for Review Process- All programs
• If program does not have children enrolled or attending for 24 months and does not voluntarily close, the 

Department may now close the license.- All programs
• Medical exams for staff no longer required- All program staff must have immunizations documented
• No longer complete the quarterly playground inspection (Centers)
• Child enrollment form is now a sample form- DCY Sample Form Available (DCY 01234)- All programs
• Children’s Medical Exams no longer required to be completed at time of enrollment or annually- List of 

immunizations is still required- All programs
• First Aid Kit list is shorter and ensures that adequate and sufficient supplies are available- All programs
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Multiple trainings are being updated to reflect the revised 
rules. We are also working to modernize the training to make it 
more engaging and interactive. 

• Center Pre-Licensing 
• Center Staff Orientation
• Family Child Care Pre-Licensing
• Family Child Care Staff Orientation
• Initial Administrator Rules Review- FCC and Center
• Five-Year Administrator Rules Refresher- FCC and Center

We will announce the availability of these new trainings at 
upcoming stakeholder calls and through Tuesday Times.

Updated Trainings
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Where to Get More Information

• Tuesday Times

• ECE Provider Calls- Next July 28th at 2 pm

• DCY Website: Licensing and Certification | Department of Children and Youth

https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/for-providers/rules-and-resources/02-licensing-and-certification


https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/home

info@childrenandyouth.ohio.gov

https://www.facebook.com/ohdcy

https://twitter.com/OhioDCY

https://www.instagram.com/ohiodcy/

https://www.youtube.com/@OhioDCY

CONNECT WITH DCY

Include this as your second-to 
last closing slide

https://childrenandyouth.ohio.gov/home
mailto:info@childrenandyouth.ohio.gov
https://www.facebook.com/ohdcy
https://twitter.com/OhioDCY
https://www.instagram.com/ohiodcy/
https://www.youtube.com/@OhioDCY
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