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Hot topics gain attention on Facebook, Twitter

4C blogs have been addressing  
issues in the fi eld of early educa-

tion and care since 2009. Now, under 
new monikers—Growing Children 
(formerly blogPro-
viders), Blink—and 
They’re Grown! (for-
merly blogParents) 
and Advocating for 
Children (formerly 
blogSallie)—they 
continue to invite can-
did interchanges on a 
wide range of topics.  

Some recent blog-
posts:
• Family Child Care—

Keep Asking Ques-
tions—how to keep your child safe in 
light of the arrest of an alleged child 
molester in a child care home.

• Aren’t Our Kids Worth It?—a discus-
sion of child care costs and supple-
mental child care vouchers 

• Boys vs. Girls—are the toy aisles 
defi ning gender?

• When Will We Act on What We Know 
to Be True?—John Pepper’s plea to 

invest dollars in what 
we know works: qual-
ity early education.

All new blogs 
are posted on the 
4C Facebook page 
where the number 
of fans is constantly 
increasing—from 
400 last September to 
586 in February. And 
the number of people 
“following” 4C on 
Twitter has doubled in 

the past four months. 
The Keep in Touch box on the 

4C home page provides links to all 
4C blogs, a sign-up form for 4C e-
newsletters and links to Facebook and 
Twitter.

4C blogs get new names, banners

A 4C Web site ad for the newly 
renamed parent blog: Blink—and 
They’re Grown. 
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But 4C has not been able to compete 
with commercially driven sites that 
promote their services through search 
engine optimization and marketing.

4C therefore decided to ask anew, 
in light of the agency’s 
overall mission, what it 
could—and should—
be offering parents of 
young children today. The 
answer: help all parents 
of young children ensure 
their children have a 
foundation for success in 
school and in life. 

New approaches
This means 4C will, 

in additional to continu-
ing its child care referrals, 
begin to implement new 
ways to:
• Educate parents about 
child development—
and how to ensure their 
children are achieving 

milestones whether at home, in a 
formal child care setting or in the 
informal care of a relative, friend 
or neighbor.

• Provide parents of young children 
with opportunities to enhance their 
parenting skills, access parenting 
resources and build networks of 
support.

• Promote engagement between 
parents and early childhood pro-
fessionals so, together, they can 
promote a child’s well-being.
“Through Strengthening Families 

we learned that there are barriers to de-
veloping relationships between parents 
and child care providers,” Carolyn re-

Investing in the Future of Children

4C unveils new strategic plan for work with parents
New parent services director, Carolyn Brinkmann, to lead the way

See New Parent Services, page 2.

A team of 4C board members, 
community leaders and 4C staff 

completed a new strategic plan for 4C 
Parent Services in November—and 4C 
is now taking steps to implement that 
plan. A fi rst step: naming 
Carolyn Brinkmann as di-
rector of 4C parent services.

Carolyn joined 4C 
two years ago to lead the 
Strengthening Families 
Initiative, an innovative 
approach to prevent child 
abuse and neglect that 
works with early care and 
education programs to build 
resilience into families with 
young children. 4C’s expe-
rience with this project and 
its Parent Cafés has played 
a role in shaping the new 
parent services strategic 
plan, Carolyn says.

Child care referrals down
The primary focus of 

4C’s work with parents has always 
been to help them locate and choose 
child care. Requests to 4C for these free 
child care referrals, however, have been 
declining in recent years—from 8,709 
in 1998 (when 4C served only 13 coun-
ties) to 6,393 in 2009 (when 4C served 
23 counties). In large part this is due to 
the availability of many Internet sites 
that allow parents to search online for 
child care. 

4C has offered its own online child 
care search since 2002 and, says 4C’s 
chief operating offi cer Elaine Ward, 
“We believe that the information we of-
fer about a program’s quality indicators 
still surpasses what other sites offer.” 

Carolyn Brinkmann, 
4C’s new director of 
parent services, brings 
more than 20 years 
experience with vulner-
able or at-risk youth and 
their families. Prior to 
joining 4C in 2008, she 
was therapeutic services 
director for Beech Acres 
Parenting Center and 
worked as a mental 
health therapist for St. 
Joseph’s Orphanage.  

ports. “To overcome these, for example, 
providers need to make the most of their 
time with parents as they drop off or 
pick up their children, and they need to 
include parents in daily decision-making 

We’re a winner!

The fall issue of Circle of Friends 
headlined the news that 4C was a 

fi nalist for the Cincinnati Better Busi-
ness Bureau’s 2010 Torch Award for 
Marketplace Ethics. Now, 4C is proud 
to be a winner in the nonprofi t category.

The announcement was made Oct. 
20 at a dinner at the Duke Energy Cen-
ter. The Torch Awards recognize those 
businesses and nonprofi t organizations 
who fully commit to ethical practices 
both internally and externally.

“We were so proud just to be 
named a fi nalist,” says Sallie Wes-
theimer, 4C president/CEO. “We make 
integrity a guiding principle in all we 
do. Winning this award is a wonderful 
confi rmation of the agency’s commit-
ment to our core values.”

4C board president Pam Page and 
Sallie Westheimer at the Torch Awards. 
Procter & Gamble, where Pam is a vice 
president, bought a table for4C staff.
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about their children. Strengthening 
Families provides tools to build relation-
ships between parents and providers that 
benefi t the children in their care.” 

Part of the new 4C plan involves 
reaching out to parents in new ways. 
“In the past when parents have found 
us, we have always offered them excel-
lent service,” says president and CEO 
Sallie Westheimer. “But now we intend 
to reach out to parents and not wait for 
them to fi nd us.”

New tools
4C is employing a number of tools 

to do just that: Do all of the above at 
www.4cforchildren.org.

4C library named for early childhood pioneer
New signage makes it offi cial

June Sciarra speaking at a 4C 
Leadership Conference.

In recognition of the leadership and 
commitment Dorothy June Scia-

rra has brought to the fi eld of early 

childhood education, 4C dedicated the 
library at its Dana Ave. offi ce in her 
honor in 2008 naming it “The Dorothy 

June Sciarra Early Childhood 
Professional Development 
Library.” The announcement 
was made at a luncheon at 4C’s 
Annual Leadership Conference 
that October. 

Now—“Finally!,” says 
Janet Keller, vice president for 
professional development and 
a longtime admirer and mentee 
of June—a new sign has been 
hung in that library to make it 
offi cial. 

Sciarra, a retired professor 
of child development, spent 
more than 30 years at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati instruct-
ing and supervising student 
teachers, assisting research 
in Montessori education and 
coordinating the Early Child-
hood Education Program. She 
continues to infl uence the fi eld 
as a consultant and board mem-
ber while still mentoring early 
childhood educators.

4C continues to seek fund-

ing to enhance this library’s offerings 
as well as those at 4C´s other regional 
offi ces in Northern Kentucky and 
Dayton. Many of the books and DVDs 
that would be helpful resources to par-
ticipants in 4C classes and workshops 
are too expensive for individuals to 
purchase and are often not available at 
branch libraries.

 Sciarra herself made the fi rst 
contribution to 4C’s restricted fund to 
support the library.

New sign in 4C blue and green is hung in the 
library at 4C’s Dana Ave. location.

• A blog for parents begun over a 
year ago has been renamed and 
refocused: “Blink—and They’re 
Grown.” 

• 4C is gathering a growing number 
of parents on Facebook and Twit-
ter to keep up with daily postings 
of news and features of interest to 
parents.

• A redesigned parent e-newsletter—
The Parent Source—now provides 
resources to help parents “grow” 
their young children.

Carolyn Brinkmann contributes 
to the parent blog and provides tips 
in The Parent Source. In the January 
issue under the headline “Joys, Hard-
ships and Date Night,” she insists, 
“Parents need friends, too!...Make it 

a priority to stay in touch with your 
friends—make a phone call, meet for 
a cup of coffee, go out to lunch. It will 
help drive those winter blues away.” 

New parent services plan 
Continued from page 1
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4C receives gifts in memory of founding 
board member Margery Jaffe

When 4C founding board member 
Margery Jaffe, 81, died Oct. 16, 

2010, her family requested memorial 
gifts for 4C for Children. 

4C president/CEO 
Sallie Westheimer was 
hired in 1980 when 
Margery was on the 4C 
board. Sallie attended the 
memorial service held at 
Hebrew Union College 
Oct. 19 where Margery 
was remembered as 
a strong advocate for 
children.

After growing up in 
Baltimore, Md.,Margery 
earned a child development degree 
from Vassar College in Poughkeep-
sie, N.Y. Her early professional life 
included work as an adoption social 
worker and nursery school teacher 
as well as volunteer work with Head 
Start and the PTA. She and husband, 
Murray, have split their time in recent 
years between Cincinnati and their 
home in Charleston, S.C. 

“Margery’s strength and passion 
literally saved 4C for Children,” Sallie 
recalls. “Just a few years after 4C’s 
founding, when some community lead-
ers wanted to cut its funding, Margery 

went to bat with all the powers that be 
to give 4C another chance.” 

Thanks to Margery, 4C survived that 
crisis and eventually grew 
from that small start-up 
agency to being known as 
today’s 4C—the “go-to” 
agency for early care and 
education throughout a 
23-county region. 

“I’m touched that 
people are honoring my 
mother in this way,” 
says Meg Ash, one of 
Margery’s daughters who 
now lives in Atlanta, 
Ga. She said the fam-

ily is very pleased to have her mother 
remembered with memorials to 4C.

Margery Jaffe Memorials

Margery Jaffe

County for 17 years, and now we will 
continue to serve the area from our 
new location,” says Cathie Streator, 
4C’s Clinton and Warren county spe-
cialist. She coordinates local services 
for families and child care providers. 
The offi ce phone number remains the 
same: 937-382-7011.

An open house at the new location 
was held in December. 4C will con-
tinue to offer trainings for child care 
providers at various local sites in the 
Wilmington area. 4C’s new Clinton County location in “the 

Red Brick” on Main St. in Wilmington.

New offi ce location
Continued from page 4

Other Tributes/Memorials

Think 4C—for memorial 
and tribute gifts! 

Designating 4C for memorial gifts is 
a great way to support the work of 4C 
for our community’s children—and to 
help introduce 4C to people who may 
not be aware of its mission.

Tribute gifts not only honor 
the person named but also show 
appreciation for the nonprofi t work he 
or she believes in.
To make a memorial or tribute gift, 
call Karen Hurley at 513-758-1201.

Thomas Atkins
Big Lots
Hilda & Norman Blatt
Jane & Doug Bosse
June & Leonard Burgin
Sallie & David Cohen
Marcia & Ries Daniel
Donna & Emil Dansker
Anne & Robert Dorsey
Suzanne Dunbar
Jane & Mitch Durham
Sue & William Friedlander
Jane Friedman
Valerie Friedman
Walter Glas
Marjorie Heilbrun
Minette G. Hoffheimer Trust
The Jeffrey Company
Linda & Charles Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Reuven Katz 
Lois & Saul Klein
Herbert Kraus
Barbara & Kenneth Kreines
Sally Maitland
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Pakula
Deborah & Murray Passo
Judith & Mark Pollock
Karen & Edward Saeks
Bernice Schneider
Doreen Quinn
Ginny Reid & Walter Matern 
Robert G. Rothring Restated Trust
Alice Rosenberg
Bert Rosenberg
Barbara & Ronald Rowland
Mary Jo & Thomas Ruby
Joyce & Jim Salinger
Richard S. Salzer Trust
Mary & Harold Schneider
Joan Schneineson
Sally & J. Tracy Schrieber
Ronnie & John Shore
Marsha & Sidney Spector
Jo Ellen & Mort Spitz
Robert Stein
Lee & Thomas Szykowny
Temple Israel of New York
Pamela & Peter Vaughn
Betty Ann & Leon Wolf

IN HONOR OF...
Dr. & Mrs. Milt Lambert & Karen & 

Vince Thomas | Susan & John Frank
Julie Witten | Carol Brennan
Pam Page | Evelo/Singer/Sullivan Group 

at MerrilLynch
Peggy Barker | Raymond & Mirja Zeilstra
Sallie Westheimer & Greg Rhodes’s 

25th anniversary / Granddaughter 
Zoe Murphy

IN MEMORY OF...
Shirlee Margolin | Leo Munick & Alice 

Fegelman
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NEWS BRIEFS FROM AROUND THE REGIONS

Mind in the Making comes to Greater Cincinnati and 
Greater Dayton
Mind in the Making was published last spring by Harper-
Collins. This much-talked-about book is one part of a na-
tional initiative to help families and teachers give kids the 
life skills needed to cope in our multi-tasking, multimedia 
modern world. Author Ellen Galinsky draws upon exten-
sive scientifi c research into the science of early learning 
and identifi es seven essential life skills that every child 
needs: focus and self-control; perspective taking; commu-
nications; making connections; critical thinking; taking on 
challenges; and self-directed, engaged learning.

“It may well be the next iconic parenting manual, up 
there with Spock and Leach and Brazelton,” says Lisa Belkin in the New York 
Times.

A second part of the initiative involves teachers. A series of learning mod-
ules has been developed to help teachers integrate these skills into their class-
rooms. 4C staff in Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky and Dayton are certifi ed to 
offer these Mind in the Making learning modules. 

The fi rst series of six fi ve-hour sessions will begin March 15 and run 
through May 16. A second series will begin later in the year in the Miami Valley 
region. 

Mind in the Making builds on the latest research in child development, says 
Christine Fields, a 4C infant/toddler specialist. “It meshes really well with what 
we’re currently teaching,” she says. “But it’s like nothing we’ve ever offered 
before!”

More information about the Mind in the Making initiative is available at 
www.mindinthemaking.org.

4C is currently approaching foundations for scholarships for early education 
professionals to attend this intensive training.

Cincinnati Vice Mayor Qualls kicks off 4C’s Developing 
Early Childhood Leaders Seminar
The 10-month Developing Early Childhood Leaders Seminar began its second 
season in January with a new group of 19 early childhood directors, administra-
tors and center owners.  Cincinnati Vice Major Roxanne Qualls was the lunch-
time speaker at this fi rst all-day session at Receptions in Fairfi eld.

 “If you’re a leader, you’re in 
a relationship with people who 
choose to follow you,” Roxanne 
said. “Leadership is not given, it’s 
earned.” 

The fi rst seminar concluded to 
rave reviews in October 2010. The 
development and two-year pilot-
ing of this leadership program has 
been made possible by a grant from 
a family foundation. Scholarship 
money is being sought to ensure its 
continuation. 

United Way Success By 6™ is pro-
viding funding to 4C to expand its 
Coaching to Quality program to 40 
child care programs in three Ken-
tucky counties: Kenton, Campbell and 
Grant. Programs will receive monthly 
coaching visits from 4C staff focus-
ing on classroom strategies related to 
kindergarten readiness and achieving 
star ratings through STARS for KIDS 
NOW, Kentucky’s four-star voluntary 
quality-rating system. 

Coaching is customized to each 
center which is assigned a tier ranking 
to help identify the assistance needed. 
Higher functioning programs (Tier 1) 
receive less intensive services than the 
lowest functioning programs (Tier 3). 

“4C coaching was instrumental in 
my program receiving a three-star rat-
ing,” reports Cindi Watson, director of 
The Little Red School House in Alex-
andria. “Our coach spent many hours 
explaining in detail the ‘why and how’ 
but most importantly the benefi t for 
the children.”

“The expansion of Coaching to 
Quality allows us to more effi ciently 
assist Northern Kentucky programs to 
improve quality,” says Julie Witten, 
4C director of Northern Kentucky ser-
vices. “That will benefi t the children 
of our community—and that’s what 
4C is all about.” 

Forty Northern Kentucky 
programs to receive 4C’s 
‘Coaching to Quality’

4C Clinton County offi ce 
moves up Main Street
The 4C Clinton County fi eld offi ce 
moved to a new location in Novem-
ber—just one block from its previous 
location on Main Street in Wilming-
ton. 4C shares the building known 
as “the Red Brick” with Wilmington 
Counseling Associates.  

 “We have been serving Clinton Cincinnati Vice Mayor Qualls speaks to 4C’s 
leadership seminar in January. See New Offi ce Location, page 5.
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When federal and state child care 
leaders were in Cincinnati for 

a national conference in November, 
4C’s Sallie Westheimer seized the 
opportunity to acquaint two of them 
with local child care successes and 
challenges. 

Shannon Rudisill, the highest 
ranking child care offi cial from the 
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, and Terrie Hare, Child 
Care Bureau Chief at the Ohio De-
partment of Job and Family Services, 
were led by Sallie on visits to both 
a local family child care home and a 
large child care center. Then they met 
over lunch at 4C with a cross section 
of early childhood leaders from North-
ern Kentucky, Southwest Ohio and the 
Miami Valley.  

At lunch Shannon and Terrie  
heard about Head Start, child care 
partnerships and local community 
initiatives in Dayton, Cincinnati and 
Northern Kentucky. They heard 
from a Step Up To Quality licensing 
specialist, a county DJFS child care 
supervisor as well as those involved in 
university programs and research.

At the East Walnut Hills Learn-
ing Center, one of six Cincinnati 
Early Learning Centers and a program 
that has earned three stars in Ohio’s 
Step Up To Quality voluntary rating 
system, they met with CELC President 
Patti Gleason. 

She emphasized the challenges 
of providing excellent care to all 
children—those from high- and low-
income families, children with typical 
development and special needs, happy 
children and those with serious behav-
ior challenges.

At a family child care home, 
provider Joanne Mapp praised the 
4C Language and Literacy Project 
which opened her eyes to the impor-
tance of books and reading. As part of 
this project, family child care homes 
receive regular visits from 4C lit-
eracy specialists who model literacy-

4C hosts federal and state early childhood leaders

Child care leaders Terrie Hare and Shannon Rudisill (right), share a book with 
2-year-old Destiny at a family child care home.

enhancing activities for providers to 
build into their daily routines.

 4C learned from Shannon Rudisill 
that “Health and Human Services is 
very committed to quality rating and 
improvement systems (e.g., Step Up 
To Quality in Ohio and STARS for 
KIDS NOW in Kentucky),” said Sallie 
Westheimer in her blog the next day.

“While the President’s proposed 
budget includes increases for child 
care and Head Start,” Sallie continued, 
“we are all aware of federal defi cits 
and the political mood to curb govern-
ment spending. Whether any of the 
plans for improvement will reach us 
here in Ohio and Northern Kentucky, 
we’ll just have to see!”

Brings local leaders to the table to share challenges, concerns  

4C focuses media spotlight on need for 
licensing in family child care homes

When a Cincinnati Enquirer story (Jan. 20, 2011) reported that a Mason man 
was arrested and charged with molesting children at a home in West Ches-

ter Township where his mother ran an “unlicensed” family child care business, 4C 
swung into gear. 

While 4C had no knowledge of this provider, the story raised additional con-
cerns. Sallie Westheimer, 4C president/CEO, worried that readers might think 
the problem was that this provider was “unlicensed.” She wanted everyone to 
know that there is no licensing for small family child care homes in Ohio—
one of only fi ve states where this is the case. She blogged on why licensing is 
needed for these homes—and why parents and lawmakers should do something 
about it! 

The Enquirer ran the full text of her blog as a guest editorial, Saturday, Jan. 
29: “When will Ohio agree to regulate home-based child care providers?” The  
next day Sallie appeared as a guest on Local 12 Newsmakers and was inter-
viewed by host Dan Hurley on this lack of licensing.

As a result of this media coverage, Sallie was contacted by lobbyist Dick 
Weiland and asked to write a letter on this matter, which he then hand-carried to 
Speaker of the Ohio House William Batchelder. 
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